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COUNCIL OF OFFICIAL VISITORS ANNUAL REPORT 2011–12 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health  

HON HELEN MORTON (East Metropolitan — Minister for Mental Health) [2.15 pm]: Today I am tabling 
the “Council of Official Visitors Annual Report 2011–12”. The council plays an important role in Western 
Australia’s mental health system by offering systemic and individual advocacy for people with mental illness, 
particularly those in authorised hospitals and private psychiatric hostels. The council’s annual report provides an 
opportunity to look at how some of our most vulnerable people are being cared for, to consider best practices and 
to strive for continuous improvements. I am pleased to note that a number of issues of concern to the council 
mentioned in its annual report are addressed in the mental health green bill, which I tabled in the house on 
8 November 2012.  

The green bill clarifies that mental health advocates will retain a role in reporting on the physical environment of 
facilities. The green bill also addresses many other areas of concern of the council, including the independence 
of second opinions, children who are inpatients on adult wards and knowledge amongst consumers about the 
complaints process for mental health services.  

Another important issue raised in the annual report relates to children and young people experiencing mental 
illness. I am pleased to say the government is doing a lot in this area and I would like to draw the house’s 
attention to the good news stories referred to throughout the annual report, including the redevelopment of the 
Bentley adolescent unit. With respect to services for children and young people, we have committed $6.5 million 
of recurrent funding for the Department of Health to deliver a range of improved children and youth services; 
$13.4 million over five years for a mental health assertive community intervention initiative to establish a 24/7 
mental health acute response team and provide a family support service as part of a national partnership 
agreement; and $1.2 million over four years to YouthFocus to increase counselling and support services to young 
people with mental health problems.  

The Mental Health Commission also invests approximately $4.3 million in non-government mental health 
services for children and young people. These are all great programs with hardworking and committed staff. Our 
new pilot court diversion programs for adults and children will also assist in diverting people with mental illness 
from the criminal justice system.  

Another issue of concern that has been raised by the council over a number of years is the impact of the smoke-
free policy on involuntary patients. In September I advised the house that a partial exemption to the Smoke Free 
WA health system policy had been developed. This exemption will apply in limited circumstances only to permit 
involuntary patients aged 18 and over to smoke in a designated outdoor smoking area. It is anticipated that the 
policy change will be implemented across the majority of affected sites before the end of the year. 
I commend the report to the house and urge members to take the time to read it. The case studies provide a very 
human side to the issues that the official visitors face when they are visiting people experiencing a mental illness.  
On behalf of the government I thank all the members of the council for the important work they do. I now table 
that report. 
[See paper 5426.] 
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